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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure does not commence on a separate sheet in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1 .52(b)(4). A new abstract of the disclosure is required and 
must be presented on a separate sheet, apart from any other text. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 16 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. In claim 16, the recitation of "the said one and the auxiliary container-contactable 
parts" is confusing. 

4. Claim 23 recites the limitation "the clamp" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-7, 10, 1 1 , 13 and 21-23 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Jones et al. (GB 2 360 745). 

Jones et al. teaches a trolley device capable of lifting and moving a container 
from an upright rest position, the device comprising a body part (10, 30) having handle 
means and means which permit movement of the device along a surface, the body part 
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having container-contactable means (20, 120, 220) which consist of primary and 
secondary container-contactable means (see Fig. 1), the primary container-contactable 
means being spaced above ground when said body part is upright and including at least 
one container-contactable part projecting outwardly from the body part and adapted to 
abut an external lower side wall of such a container, the secondary container 
contactable means spaced above said primary container-contactable means when said 
body part is upright and including at least one container-contactable part (20, 120, 220) 
adapted to abut an internal upper side wall of the container, said body part (10) capable 
of pivotal movement to raise and lower both said container-contactable means. One of 
the container contactable means is moveable relative to the other along the body part 
(as clearly shown in Fig. 1 ). The secondary container-contactable means is slidably 
moveable with respect to the body part (10, 30) and comprises a moveable carriage 
incorporating a releasable clamp operable to provide a range of stop positions between 
uppermost and lowermost positions of the clamp (see Figs 2-5). The clamp 
mechanism is releasably spring urged in frictional engagement with the body part. The 
secondary container-contactable means () 20, 120, 220) is moveable along the body 
part (10, 30) towards and away from the primary container-contactable means. The 
moveable secondary container-contactable means is adapted to be displaced along the 
body part by a hand or foot operable member or by actuation means in the region of the 
handle means. The secondary container-contactable means includes at least one hook 
member (45, 145, 280) adapted to engage an upper internal sidewall of said open 
topped container below an uppermost internal rim thereof. The body is attached to a 
wheeled chassis. The primary and secondary container-contactable means each 
include at least two container-contactable surface members. The body part includes 
three spaced apart generally parallel upright elongate lengths of tubing. The trolley 
device is usable with an open-topped container (rim of oil barrel). The clamp 
mechanism is laterally turnable about the body part. 

6. Claims 1-7, 9-18, 21 and 22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Berg (EP 0 240 104) 
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Berg teaches a trolley device capable of lifting and moving a container from an 
upright rest position, the device comprising a body part (10) having handle means (13) 
and means which permit movement of the device along a surface, the body part (10) 
having container-contactable means which consist of primary and secondary container- 
contactable means (61, 19), the primary container-contactable means (19) being 
spaced above ground when said body part (10) is upright and including at least one 
container-contactable part projecting outwardly from the body part (10) and adapted to 
abut an external lower side wall of such a container, the secondary container 
contactable means (61) spaced above said primary container-contactable means (19) 
when said body part (10) is upright and including at least one container-contactable part 
adapted to abut an internal upper side wall of the container (C), said body part (10) 
capable of pivotal movement to raise and lower both said container-contactable means. 
One of the container contactable means is moveable relative to the other along the 
body part (10), as .shown in Fig 2. The secondary container-contactable means (61) is 
slidably moveable with respect to the body part (10) and comprises a moveable carriage 
(50) incorporating a releasable clamp operable to provide a range of stop positions 
between uppermost and lowermost positions of the clamp. The clamp mechanism is 
releasably spring urged in frictional engagement with the body part (10), as shown in 
Fig. 3. The secondary container-contactable means (61) is moveable along the body 
part (1 0) towards and away from the primary container-contactable means (1 9). The 
moveable secondary container-contactable means is adapted to be displaced along the 
body part by a hand or foot operable member or by actuation means in the region of the 
handle means (1 3). The secondary container-contactable means (61 ) includes at least 
one hook member adapted to engage an upper internal sidewall of said open topped 
container (C) below an uppermost internal rim thereof. A pair of hook members are 
provided with ends that project towards the body part. The secondary container- 
contactable means (61) further include a pair of generally parallel plates interconnected 
by a joining segment having an aperture through which the body part (10) passes (see 
Fig. 7). The body part is attached to a wheeled chassis. The primary container- 
contactable means is mounted upon the chassis and project outwardly thereof. The 
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primary container-contactable parts are fitted with removable and replaceable means to 
assist frictional engagement between said primary means and said external sidewall of 
a container. The primary container-contactable and secondary container-contactable 
means (61 , 19) each comprise at least two container-contactable surface members. 
The primary container-contactable means (61) further includes a moveable auxiliary 
container-contactable part. The auxiliary part is moveable rotationally about said at 
least one container-contactable part. The auxiliary container-contactable parts extend 
in parallel away from the body part. The primary container-contactable means (61 ) 
comprises at least two spaced brackets mounted upon a lower section of the device and 
each bracket incorporating a pivotally mounted arm upon which a pair of container- 
contactable formations are provided, such that at least four container-contactable 
formations are present. The primary container-contactable means (61 ) comprises at 
least two spaced pivot arms mounted in a horizontal plane when the device is upright, 
both said pivot arms provided at or in the region of their ends with container-contactable 
formations. The body part (10) includes three spaced apart generally parallel upright 
elongate lengths of tubing. The trolley device is combined with an open-topped 
container (C). 

7. Claims 1-3, 5-13, 19 and 22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Darcangelo (US Patent 2,51 1 ,623). 

Darcangelo teaches a trolley device capable of lifting and moving a container 
from an upright rest position, the device comprising a body part (3) having handle 
means and means which permit movement of the device along a surface, the body part 
(3) having container-contactable means which consist of primary and secondary 
container-contactable means (5, 12), the primary container-contactable means (12) 
being spaced above ground when said body part (3) is upright and including at least 
one container-contactable part projecting outwardly from the body part (3) and adapted 
to abut an external lower side wall of such a container, the secondary container 
contactable means (5) spaced above said primary container-contactable means when 
said body part is upright and including at least one container-contactable part adapted 
to abut an internal upper side wall of the container, said body part (3) capable of pivotal 
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movement to raise and lower both said container-contactable means. One of the 
container contactable means is moveable relative to the other along the body part (3). 
The secondary container-contactable means (5) is slidably moveable with respect to the 
body part (3) and comprises a moveable carriage (9) incorporating a releasable clamp 
operable to provide a range of stop positions between uppermost and lowermost 
positions of the clamp. The secondary container-contactable means (5) is moveable 
along the body part (3) towards and away from the primary container-contactable 
means (12). The moveable secondary container-contactable means (5) is adapted to 
be displaced along the body part (3) by a hand or foot operable member or by actuation 
means in the region of the handle means. The secondary container-contactable means 
includes at least one hook member adapted to engage an upper internal sidewall of said 
open topped container below an uppermost internal rim thereof. The body part (3) is 
attached to a wheeled chassis (13). The primary container-contactable means (12) is 
mounted upon the chassis (1 3) and project outwardly thereof. The container- 
contactable means includes a pair of generally parallel plates interconnected by a 
joining segment having an aperture through which the body part passes, as shown in 
Fig. 2. The primary container-contactable parts are fitted with removable and 
replaceable means to assist frictional engagement between said primary means and 
said external sidewall of a container. The primary container-contactable and secondary 
container-contactable means each comprise at least two container-contactable surface 
members. The container-contactable formations of the secondary container- 
contactable means are mounted convergently. The trolley device is useable with an 
open-topped container. 

8. Claims 1,12 and 20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Tabayashi (US 4,856,959). 

Tabayashi teaches a trolley device capable of lifting and moving a container (8) 
from an upright rest position, the device comprising a body part having handle means 
and means which permit movement of the device along a surface, the body part having 
container-contactable means which consist of primary and secondary container- 
contactable means (3, 5), the primary container-contactable means (5) being spaced 
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above ground when said body part is upright and including at least one container- 
contactable part projecting outwardly from the body part and adapted to abut an 
external lower side wall of such a container, the secondary container contactable means 
(3) spaced above said primary container-contactable means (5) when said body part is 
upright and including at least one container-contactable part adapted to abut an internal 
upper side wall of the container (8), said body part capable of pivotal movement to raise 
and lower both said container-contactable means. The primary container-contactable 
parts are fitted with removable and replaceable means to assist frictional engagement 
between said primary means and said external sidewall of a container. The container- 
contactable formations of the secondary container-contactable means (3) are provided 
with flexible ferrules. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Rogers shows a truck for handling barrels. 
Sheldon shows a barrel or drum truck. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRIDGET AVERY whose telephone number is 

(571 )272-6691 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
8:00AM to 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Ellis, can be reached on 571-272-6691. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Christopher P Ellis/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3618 

/Bridget Avery/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3618 



